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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This Office Action is in response to applicant's amendment filed on September 6, 
2005. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1,3,5-10,12, and 14-34 are allowed. 

Reasons For Allowance 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Claims 1,25, and 29-34 are allowable over the prior art of record because the 
teachings of the references taken as a whole do not teach or render obvious the 
combination set forth, including that the fingers are arranged so as to allow the 
locking element to pass through the chamber and through the top and bottom 
openings in the insertion direction (claims 1 and 29-32); that the shackle is integral 
and one piece with the shackle (claim 25); and that the locking element abuts an 
inner wall while the locking element shoulder is locked by the fingers (claim 34). 

Regarding claims 1 and 29-32, Spirig (US 4,361,351) discloses a bi-directional 
locking device (1) including a locking arrangement (4) for receiving and locking a 
shackle (3) thereto. The shackle has at least one locking element (13 and 14). The 
shackle is insertable into a device chamber for engaging with the locking 
arrangement. 

The locking arrangement comprises a body defining the chamber therein and has 
a longitudinal axis defining a longitudinal direction. The body has opposing top and 
bottom ends. The top end defines a top opening communicating with the chamber in 
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the longitudinal direction, and the bottom end defines a bottom opening 
communicating with the chamber in the longitudinal direction. 

A plurality of resilient fingers (11 and 12) is positioned in the chamber. 
Respective ones fingers extends in opposing directions toward and substantially 
aligned with each other in the longitudinal direction. The plurality of fingers each is 
positioned to allow passage of the at least one locking element of the shackle in first 
and second opposite insertion longitudinal directions through either the top or the 
bottom opening (with respect to the location where the shackle is lock). At least one 
of the fingers is used for locking engaging at least one locking element to preclude 
the shackle withdrawal from the chamber in a direction opposite to the insertion 
direction to lock the shackle to the body in the opposite direction. 

However, Spirig fails to disclose that the fingers are arranged so as to allow the 
locking element to pass through the chamber and through the top and bottom 
openings in the insertion direction. As seen in Figure 2, because of the arranged of 
the fingers presented by Spirig, the locking element cannot pass, through the 
chamber and through the top and bottom openings in the insertion direction. 

Suzuki (US 4,245,374) discloses a bi-directional locking device that comprises a 
locking arrangement (10) for receiving a shackle (20). The shackle comprises at least 
one locking element (30). The locking arrangement includes a chamber (12) and a 
plurality of fingers (14). 

However, Suzuki fails to discloses that the plurality of fingers extends in opposing 
directions toward each other and that are aligned with each other in the longitudinal 
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direction, defined by the longitudinal axis from the top to the bottom of the body. 
Suzuki discloses that the fingers (14) extends in opposing directions toward each 
other and that are aligned with each other in a transverse direction. 

Furutsu (US 5,943,741), Ueno (US 4,854,014) and Pape (US 3,192,584) disclose 
a similar device that the one described by Suzuki. 

As to claim 25, Spirig fails to disclose that the shackle is integral and one piece 
with the shackle. Spirig discloses that the shackle is a separate member from the 
socket. Although, when a user locks one end of the shackle into the insert, the 
shackle presented by Spirig can be considered as being integral or as a one piece 
with the socket, the shackle can be capable of being inserted in either the top or 
bottom opening. 

As to claim 34, Spirig fails to disclose that the locking element abuts an inner wall 
while the locking element shoulder is locked by the fingers. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Carlos Lugo whose telephone number 571-272-7058. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 9-6pm EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Glessner can be reached on 571-272-6843. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872- 
9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703- 
306-5771 . 

C-<~- 

Carlos Lugo 
AU 3676 

September 29, 2005 ^ 

BRIAN E. GLESSNER 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



